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Introduction The research council was designed to support excellence in research by ensuring the autonomy and 

flexibility of government-funded research institutes.

In 1999, with the Act on the Establishment, Operation and Fostering of the Government-funded Research  

Institutions, five research councils* were established under the Prime Minister’s Office to manage 42 research 

institutes more effectively. 

In 2004, supervision of the three research councils in science & technology was transferred from 

the Prime Minister’s Office to the Ministry of Science and Technology. In 2005, the other two research councils 

were merged to form the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities & Social Sciences (NRCS). 

In 2008, KORP was dissolved while the KRCF was moved to the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 

and the IstK to the Ministry of Knowledge Economy.

With the inauguration of the Park Geun-hye administration in 2013, the KRCF and IstK were transferred to 

the Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning. Then in June 2014, they were merged to become the National 

Research Council of Science & Technology (NST). Fifteen years after introduction of the research council, 

its system has settled in the NRCS and NST supporting 23 and 25 research institutes respectively under the 

auspices of the Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning.

*
Korea Council of Economic & 
Social Research Institutes

Korea Research Council for 
Humanities & Social Sciences,

Korea Research Council of Fundamental 
Science & Technology, KRCF

Korea Research Council of 
Public Science & Technology, KORP

Korea Research Council for 
Industrial Science & Technology, IstK 02
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The Research Council

National Research Council of Science and Technology

National Research Council of Science & Technology 
established, First Chairman, Lee Sang Chun appointed

Five Research Councils established

National Research Council for Economics, Humanities 
and Social Sciences established



The amendment of the Act on the Establishment, Operation and Fostering of Government-Funded Science and 

Technology Research Institution was passed by the National Assembly on May 2nd, 2014. This served to merge the 

Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science & Technology and Korea Research Council for Industrial Science 

& Technology. As a result, NST was established on June 30th, 2014 as a control tower and as a sponsor for its 

research institutes.

The mission of NST is to contribute to the development of the knowledge industry and to support 

the country’s research policy by systematically fostering and managing government-funded research institutes in 

science and technology.

NST conducts tasks to support affiliated research institutes: 

•  Planning and providing directions for research

•  Making functional adjustments and reorganizations including incorporations, mergers, and dissolutions

•  Evaluating achievements and management

•  Providing assistance in collaborative research

•  Providing assistance to improve research outcomes

•  Proposing policies to government that enhance innovativeness and competitiveness in 

   science and technology

NST has deliberative, executive and advisory bodies. The Board of Trustees which oversees 25  

government-funded research institutes is the supreme decision-making committee. It deliberates upon and  

resolves major issues involving NST and affiliated institutes. 

It has the authority to 

•  Appoint and dismiss a president or an auditor

•  Approve management goals

•  Approve a budget or management plan

•  Evaluate research and management performance 

The Board of Trustees is comprised of no more than twenty members, who have a term of three years.  

The Chairman of the Board is the head of NST and is appointed by the President after recommendation of 

Minister of Science, ICT and Future Planning. 

The Secretariat consists of three directorates, eight divisions and one center. The Directorate of Convergence 

Research is in charge of overall management of convergence research including planning, and 

evaluation of convergence research with two affiliated divisions: the Fusion R&D Planning Division, the Fusion 

R&D Support Division. The Directorate of Policy consists of a R&D Strategy & Policy Division, HR Development 

Division, Technology Commercialization Division, and SME Support R&D Center which function to establish and 

execute policies to support research institutes. These policies include future planning, diffusion of research  

outcomes, support of cooperation between SMEs, and expansion of human resource exchange.

The Directorate of Administrative Management consists of a Management Support Division, Budget Division, 

and Evaluation Division which conduct tasks of NST and research institutes, establishing responsible 

management systems and better research environment for our research institutes. 

Other Advisory Committees of NST include the Planning and Evaluation Committee and 

the Management Advisory Conference.

Greetings from  

 the Chairman

The National Research Council of Science & Technology was created on June 30th by merging the  

Korea Research Council of Fundamental Science & Technology and the Korea Research Council for  

Industrial Science & Technology. We work to foster autonomy and responsibility of government-funded  

research institutes to improve research performance as demanded by the nation.

During the last half century, as Korea industrialized, our research institutes focused on catch-up technologies,  

which enabled unprecedented economic growth.  However, there is now a paradigm shift towards a focus on 

cutting-edge R&D for sustainable development. Furthermore, the research is no longer limited to 

economic development but has expanded to welfare, culture, and social safety.

NST will act as a bridge for communications and a platform for open collaboration. 

This will ensure the research institutes to align their missions, plan and conduct convergence research, 

engage in NST supported R&D benefiting SMEs, and resolve the common difficulties they face. 

The members of NST and I will do our utmost to ensure that government-funded research 

institutes perform their best and earn the trust and respect of the nation. 

2014.7.

Lee Sang Chun

Chairman, 

National Research Council 

of Science & Technology

“NST will act as a bridge for 
communications and a platform for 
open collaboration.” 
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About NST

Structure

Overview

National Research Council of Science and Technology



In 2013, the 25 NST affiliated 
research institutes comprised a 
total of 16,457 research and 
support staff, and produced in 
excess of 9,200 papers. 
It registered over 6,700 patents 
and earned USD 85 million from 
more than 1,600 technology trans-
fers. (USD 1 = 1,000 KRW)

Application
9,879

Number of
 Technology Transfer

Amount of 
License Fee

Registration
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Development and dissemination of innovative fundamental technology that  
leads the national science and technology. 
www.kist.re.kr

Conduct green technology R&D policy research and promote international  
cooperation on green technology transfers and diffusion for developing countries. 
www.gtck.re.kr

Contribute to foster and develop domestic Kimchi industry as growth engine industry of food 
industry by research and development of Kimchi related field and taking lead of national 
technological innovation. 
www.wikim.re.kr

Pursuant to Article 13 of the Framework Act on National Standards, KRISS represents 
the Republic of Korea as the National Metrology Institute whose mission is to enhance 
the nation’s industrial competitiveness and the people’s quality of life by developing and 
disseminating measurement standards, science, and technology.  www.kriss.re.kr

Conduct research support and joint research for promotion of basic science  
establishing the foundation of national science technology development. 
www.kbsi.re.kr

KIGAM contributes to sustainable national development through dedicated research and service across 
the geosciences. Our world-leading basic and applied research inside and outside of Korea will lead to 
the development of new energy and mineral resources and the mitigation of geological hazards and 
global climate change in the future Earth. www.kigam.re.kr

Contribute to development of industries of agriculture, fishery & food, and improvement of 
quality of life through fundamental technology development of food industry, R&D result 
diffusion, technology support and improvement of public welfare. 
www.kfri.re.kr

Contribute to the national and industrial development of Korea through 
the development and application of original industrial technologies for railway and 
other mass transportation. 
www.krri.re.kr

Technology development for construction of Korean fusion reactors and 
commercialization of fusion energy as a world leader in 
fusion energy research and development. 
www.nfri.re.kr

Contribute to the development of the nation and its industries by developing and spreading 
fundamental key technologies in mechanical engineering, and by conducting reliability and 
evaluation test on the related products. 
www.kimm.re.kr

Comprehensive conduct of research and the development of technology 
for the advancement of astronomy and space science and returning-back 
of the research resources to the society. 
www.kasi.re.kr

Contribute to comprehensively facilitate R&D, test and evaluation and provide technical support  
related to materials technology in order to promote innovative technology and industrial development. 
www.kims.re.kr

Conduct research and develop bioscience and biotechnology field with 
cooperation of domestic and foreign research institutes, academic community and 
industry, and diffuse the result. 
www.kribb.re.kr

Contributing to the development of the national industry and promoting 
global science technology as a specialized research institute in the science and 
technology information field. 
www.kisti.re.kr

Contribute to national economic development and improvement in the quality of 
nations’ life by new exploration, technological innovation, development and supply of 
science and technology in the aerospace field. 
www.kari.re.kr

Contribute to improving public health through professional and systematic  
research on the promotion and advancement of Korean medicine and  
herbal medicine.
www.kiom.re.kr

Contribute to national economy and create national growth engine by developing original industrial 
technology and diffusing R&D outcome in the field of energy technology. 
www.kier.re.kr

Contribute to the industry by conducting R&D on industrial technology and 
providing support for small and medium sized companies through 
commercialization and technology transfer. 
www.kitech.re.kr

Contribute to national, social and economic development by research, development and evaluation of 
electricity related science technology. 
www.keri.re.kr

Contribute to the nation’s economic and social development through research, 
development and distribution of industrial core technologies in the field of Information, 
Communications, Electronics, Broadcasting and Convergence technologies. 
www.etri.re.kr

Contribute to reinforce competitiveness of chemical industry and create national new growth industry 
by developing original technologies on fusion of chemistry and related field, diffusing results and 
operating public infrastructure of chemical technology. 
www.krict.re.kr

Contribute to capability of national security by effectively developing the twenty-first 
century national information security technology including advanced security system 
reacting rapidly changing IT environment, and national cyber safety reaction 
technology following a concept of national cyber security. 

Contribute to improve human health, welfare and strengthen international competitive power of 
domestic related industry by conducting safety evaluation on various chemicals and bioindustrial 
products. 
www.kitox.re.kr

As a specialized research institute on civil engineering and building technology, 
KICT is undertaking a wide range of research projects for creating new values for 
the land to help building more convenient, safer, and better environment for human beings. 
www.kict.re.kr

Contribute to promote progress of the study, securement of energy and use of nuclear energy by overall 
researching and developing nuclear energy. 
www.kaeri.re.kr
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“Supporting  

25 government-funded research institutes

in science and technology” 
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